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CHAPTER FIRST.

OF THE PERSECUTIONS THAT WE SUFFERED IN THE
YEAR 1637.

SAID a word, last year, about our new Residence
I in the village which is almost the heart of the
country. Our cabin was not yet half finished
when it attracted these peoples from all directions to
come and see us; the crowd there was so great that
it was a more than sufficient occupation to keep watch
upon their hands, in addition to the great number of
sick persons who continually needed our visits.

Our Fathers had erected a sort of Altar, where
they had placed some little pictures, in order thus to
secure opportunity to explain to them what was
the principal motive that brought us here and had
attracted us to their village. [4] The whole Cabin
resounded with expressions of admiration at the
sight of these extraordinary objects; above all, they
could not weary of gazing at two pictures—one of
Our Lord, and the other of Our Lady. We had some
difficulty in making them believe that these were
only flat paintings, especially as these pictures were
of life size, for the small figures make but little im-
pression upon their minds. We had to leave them
exposed all day, in order to satisfy all the people.

This first view cost us very dear; for, without
speaking of the annoyance that inquisitive persons
have since caused us,—that is to say, all the people
who arrive from other villages,— if we derived thence



